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Chapter 2
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(Mikhail B. Sverdlov)

Short Pravda Russkaya

The Short Pravda Russkaya (SP) is one of the oldest remaining monu-
ments of the written language of Kievan Rus and its part called “Pravda
Yaroslava” is apparently the oldest monument of the secular literary lan-
guage of the Old Russian period. SP is the code of laws of the first half
of the eleventh century issued at different times.*

In the Rus of the ninth and tenth centuries the creation of the hand-
written law failed to keep up with the process of statehood development
considerably. The marches of the Princes Oleg, Igor, Svyatoslav, and
Vladimir in Eastern Europe resulted in the creation of a huge state —
from Ladoga to the Middle-Dnieper Region, from Galicia and Volhynia to
the Volga and Oka interfluve. Rus was engaged in the active foreign pol-
icy at that time and concluded interstate treaties.? The Old Russian state-
hood developed. There was a public authority presented by the dynasty

i Hereinafter are given the conclusions from the book: Cseprros M. B. Ot 3arona
Pyeckoro k Pycckoit IIpasge. 1988.

2[lamyto B.T. Buemnuss noawtuxa [lpesmeit Pycm. M.: 1968, C. 21-142; .
Caxapos A.H. Jlumromarus [Ipesueii Pyen: IX — nepsas nonosuna X 5. M.: 1980.
Idem. Tumaomarus Ceatocaasa. M.: 1982.
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sakoH npu cOope BUPHL: 42. And this is the law applied to
% 7 Bejiep coJoAa HA collectors of fines (virnik): a collec-
tor of a vira takes 7 buckets of malt
for a week, and also a sheep or
half a carcass of beef, or two no-
gatas; and on Wednesday a rezana
or cheese, on Friday the same, and
bread and millet as much as they
can eat; and a collector of a vira
(virnik) must be paid 60 grivnas
and 10 rezanas and 12 veveritsas,

e GapaHa WJIHA T0J-
g5, WA B HOTATHL; &
v WJIV CHIPHI, B IATHHA-
_a xae6a W NIIeHA CKOJIb-
T CHECTh; & KYP AaBaTh 10
m5; MOJRHO TOCTABHTD '6-
-y [aBaTh UM KAMIOMY
EOpMa, CROJNBLKO OHM CMO-
5: a pupHuKy 60 rpuBeH

g u 12 sesepull, a 1pH and a grivna at the entry, and dur-
ing the fast when they are fed with
fish they may take 7 rezanas for
fish; thus all in all 15 kunas for
a week, and bread as much as they
can eat; collectors of a vira may col-
lect a wira not longer than a week.
This is the resolution of Yaroslav.

TpWBHA, 4 €CJM MPHXOAUT-
yBeHue KOPMUTD puibaMu, TO
L 3a pHOB 7 pesaH; TaknM
M Bcex KyH 10 Ha HeJeNO,
& CKOJBKO CMOTYT CBHeCTb;
gupHNKY cOOMpaloT BUPY He
ey, TakoBO IOCTAHOBJIE-
HCIaBA.

43. And this is the resolution for
the builders of bridges (mostnik):
3a paloTy HOTATY, & 32 TOPO/- if they lay a bridge then they take
sara; eciy e y CTaporo Mo- a nogata for the work and for a span
0 Gy/ieT NOIMHATE HOCKOIL" of a bridge a nogata; if they have to
ok, 3, 4 mm 5, TO B3ATH repair some boards of an old bridge,
3, 4 or 5 boards then they take
the same.

270 IOCTAHOBJEHIE 1A MOCT-
. ecJqW HACTeJAT MOCT, TO

RO He.
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Vast Pravda Russkaya

A traditional title — the Vast Pravda Russkaya (VP) — is misleading
In aggregate with another traditional title — the Short Pravda Russkaya
(SP) — it leads to the opinion that there was some judicial monument —
the Pravda Russkaya which had two versions, a short and a vast versiorn
But it is not the case. VP was the code of laws and the second codificatio
of the hand-written Russian Law. The Old Russian lawyers included inft
it the laws different in time and origin. SP was among them.® Thus,
and VP are two different monuments of a judicial thought and the
Russian written language.

The researchers dated the creation of VP differently and with subs
stantial differences in interpretations to the first third of the twe
century (most of the researchers) through the early thirteenth centur
(N.L. Duvernoy, S.V. Vedrov, V.0. Kliuchevsky, M. N. Tikhomiro¥
L.V. Cherepnin, Ya.N. Shchapov and others). The first opinion seem
to be correct. VP was issued, probably, during the rule of Grand Prinet
Vladimir Monomakh in Kiev (1113-1125) or the rule of Mstislav Via
dimirovich the Great (1125-1132). Later in the time of political dis
integration of Kievan Rus into numerous independent princedoms sucl
all-Russian codification of the hand-written Law was impossible. Thi
code was so good that it was used as the source of secular law till the ene
of the fifteenth century.®

VP is written in the excellent literary Old Russian language withou
dialectisms. At the same time it is a wonderful literary work that has
not been appreciated yet. With laconism typical to medieval realism VE
gives an account of different life situations in connection with infringe
ment of law, in connection with the relationship of supremacy and sub-
ordination, in connection with judicial-investigative procedure and so oI
As concerns a literary style judicial regulations are written in differen

eCpeppios M. B. Or 3akona Pycekoro k Pycexoit Ilpaspe. C. 106—170.
103yyun A.A. Tpamaruun ITpaspm  Pycckodt B Cepepo-Bocrounoit {
XIV—XVes. // Wccreposanua mno uCTOpHA H ucroprorpadun  deorannzua: 3
100-1eTHio cO IHA POXICHHA AKATIEMHKR B. JI. I'pexosa. M., 1982.
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TaJu, TO Becex <MX_> BHJATh HIH
CHOBA MX BHIKyIaeT IOCIOJUH; eClH
#e ¢ HAM CcBOOOJHLIE Kpajd U Nps-
TaJ¥, TO OHH ILIATAT KHA3I0 Cyae6-
HBI mTpad.

stole with him and hid then they
are also given up or redeemed by
the master; if free people stole with
him and hid, then they pay a fine to
a prince.
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