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The notion of truth: between rejection and rescue

Abstract: The notion of truth is considered in the article as the category of thought by which
property of our thinking to reflect, to be in correspondence with objective entities, which are trans
thinking itself. This universal meaning of the notion of truth couldn’t be changed by any theoretical in

» «

the notions “being

, “correspondence” or “criteria of truth”.

Keywords: truth, being, thinking, knowledge, correspondence, true, false.

For the last two millennia the sacramental question
“What is Truth?” turned into a ritual formula, the reci-
tation of which demonstrates respect to the mysteries
of human existence and cognition, but not to the no-
tion of truth itself. The content of this notion seems for
many philosophers so obvious that, like R. Rorty and
after him, they think that “the fact that we possess such
anotion is in itself no guarantee that there will be an in-
teresting philosophical theory about it” [1, 282]. Calls
to resolute reconsideration of the classical concept of
truth were heard in the philosophy of the second half
of the 20™ century so often, and prospects for the fu-
ture use of the very notion of truth were discussed by
philosophers so seriously, that we should doubt not so
much possibility of any interesting theory of truth as
the fact of availability in our minds of just the notion,
and not only a word “truth”. Do we really understand
the content of the notion “truth” and its status in intel-
lectual activity, if, like K. Popper, believe that anyone
can destroy or rehabilitate truth? At the XVIII World
Congress of Philosophy (Brighton, August 1988)
K. Popper considered it his duty to express gratitude
to Alfred Tarski and to make a confession of his faith:
of his “opposition to relativism” and his “S4-year-long
adherence to the Aristotelian theory of truth, rehabili-
tated by Tarski and successfully applied by him and by

Godel to some mathematical problems’
better to refuse the use of the notion “trut
consider, that two thousand years we figh
sion of the elementary cartographic task
with D. Dennett rejoice that “serviceabl
cept of truth... has its uses: when we w:
two maps of countryside for reliability, f
when the issue is whether the accused
commit the crime as charged” [3, 97]21
experience of philosophical thought and
the 20" century must not be lost if we d
tinue to stand before a dilemma: either t
“marketable” concept of truth as corresp
trivial judgments to the evidences of con
contemplate the greatness of metaphys
concept of which can’t be defined and ¢
the cognitive process or in practice.
Despite the fact that in Aristotle’s -
no real definition of the truth and that
Aristotle himself, which is often cited
with the discussions of the problems of
form a theory, definition of truth as corr
the thought to reality is regarded as the
of exactly Aristotelian understanding of
able philosophical tradition linked not o
tion, but, eventually, even the Latin formn
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