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The paper is dedicated 10 the potion of the Victorian cpoch and Laguistic means of it
representation in ). Fowles' novel “The French Licutenant’s Woman™ in
o that of the Victonan suthors (Ch, Dackens, T, Hardy, G, Eliot, W, Thackeray efc.).

The main linguistic methods wed in the rescarch were comtextusd analysis and
complex stylistic snalysis based on the principles of foregrounding together with such
unsversal scientific methods as comparnson and quantitative analysis,

The rescarch s of great importance because the Victonan cpoch s considered 1o be 2
precedent phenomenon for the English native speakers, sharing the nation's system of
values. Thus it has always sttracted attention of the British novelists, However the
notion and the perception of the Victoran epoch in the novels of the representatives
of the Victonan socicty and contemporary writers differ consaderably.

J. Fowles® novel is a striking example of how a vision of the Victonan England is
mtroduced mto the pacture of the world of the XX century writer, The novel is
considered by all the critics (Conradi, 1952; Foster, 1994; Hammond, 2003; Onecga,
1986; Vianu, 2001) w0 be a postmodernist novel, which makes it particularly
mteresting for the analysis, as J. Fowles dehberately plays with a classcal Victonan
novel form and plot. Morcover the author explicitly mansfests thes play.

In the focus of the author’s attention in “The French Licutenant’s Woman™ s the
existential quest of a young aristocrat Charles Smithson, who lives in the Victorian
epoch. A difficult choice between a mamage 10 a rich hewress and his love 10 2 poor,
but mysterious companion Sarah WoodmfY helps the main hero to find his true self
and establish his personal freedom. The notion of freedom has always attracted
L Fowles' attemtion and has been the main theme of most of his sovels (“The
Collector™, “The Magn”™, “Damiel Martin™). In these novels he prosented vanous
aspects and images of freedom, like personal freedom, physical freedom (g, from
captivity), freedom that is gamed through the process of creation cte. Here J. Fowles
concentrates on the social aspect of the phenomenon of freedom.

Further study of the problem enables o disclose the modern English attitude 10 the
Victorian cpoch and illustrate the evolution of the Victorian novel genre. This
stipulates for the nevelty of the rescarch as the Victonan novel has never boen studsed
within the postmodernist philosophical and heerary paradigm. In respect 1o the aboves
mentioned the paper distinguishes between the notion of the postmodern Victorian
novel and the Neo=Victoran novel, whach became very popular in the last decade of
the XX century and the beginning of the XXI1 centiry. The later variation of the genre
wsually exists within the mamstream of the popular Isterature and s chamcterzzod by
an accurate stylization of the original model and overuse of sensational plots and thus
can hardly be comssdered an evolution of the genre,

The term ~Victoran™ doex not stmply indicate a certain hastorical pensod, but presents
-mmmm.mdmumu

ethacal associations for 3 typical member of the English society, Queen Victona
(1819-1901) governed the country during 64 years (1537-1901) and strictly speaking
only this period should be called “Victorian”. Nevertheless usually the entire XIX
century ts associated with the Victorian Age. This can be explained by the mportance
of thes century for the development of the UK and integrity of social and histoncal
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